
A young psychology student serving in 
the Army decided to test a theory. 
Drawing kitchen duty, he was given the 
job of passing out apricots at the end of 
the chow line.  He asked the first few 
ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƳŜ ōȅΣ ά¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ 
ŀƴȅ ŀǇǊƛŎƻǘǎΣ Řƻ ȅƻǳΚέ bƛƴŜǘȅ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ 
ǎŀƛŘ άbƻΦέ 

Then he tried the positive approach: 
ά¸ƻǳ Řƻ ǿŀƴǘ ŀǇǊƛŎƻǘǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳΚέ 
About half answered, 
ά¦ƘΣ ȅŜŀƘΦ LΩƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ 
ǎƻƳŜΦέ 

Then he tried a third 
test, based on the 
fundamental either/or 
selling technique. This 
ǘƛƳŜ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ άhƴŜ 
dish of apricots or 
ǘǿƻΚέ !ƴŘ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǘŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ !ǊƳȅ 
apricots, 40 percent took two dishes 
and 50 percent took one! 

[Bits & Pieces, May 26, 1994, pp. 9-10] 

Expectations determine a lot of what 
we do.  What we believe (faith) 
determines what we do (action) and 
therefore determines our results 
(success or failure). 

The dynamic church in Thessalonica 
was one noted for great faith and 
believed God would do amazing things 
through them.  We see in chapter one 
of 1 Thessalonians, verse 4, that they 
believed they were chosen to be used 
by God.  All churches are special to God 
and can be used to do great things.  
However, most fail to reach their 
potential because the people do not 

believe God will use them.  This 
church believed God would do great 
things with them and so their actions 
backed up their faith. 

In verse 3 of chapter one, we see they 
were a hard working church.  In verse 
уΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛƴ 
their whole region.  Their faith was 
not passive, but active. 

In the movie Facing the Giants, a story 
is told about two 
farmers praying for 
rain.  One farmer 
prays for rain and 
waits for God to 
send it.  The other 
farmer prays for rain 
but prepares his 
fields expecting it to 
come.  The question 

is then asked to one of the characters, 
which farmer had genuine faith? 

We have stepped out in faith to build 
a new education building.  We have 
prayed for God to grow our church.  
Now it is time to prepare the field.  It 
is time for us to work hard and share 
Christ in boldness with our community.  
It is time to expect God to send the 
rain.  It is time to get ready for God to 
send people to our congregation to 
love and share Jesus with them. 

This next year, what do you expect 
God to do in our church?  Do you 
believe God will do great things?  Do 
you believe He will send many guests 
to our worship service?  Do you 
believe He will multiply our Home 
Group ministry?   Do you believe we 
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GREAT EXPEC TATIONS 

    ƹ   WEEKLY SCHEDULE    Ʒ 

Sunday 

      9:15 am - Sunday School  

    10:30 am - Worship Service 
 
Tuesday 

    6:30 am - aŜƴΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ 

    7:00 pm - REFUGE - College/Career 
 
Wednesday 

    5:00 pm - Dinner 

    6:00 pm - IGNITE Youth Group 

                      Awana (3 yrs to 6th grade)  
                      Worship Service & GROW 

Thursday 
    6:30 pm - Prime Time  
           [Sept 17th & Oct 15th] 

(Continued on Pg. 2) 

And the grace of our 

Lord was exceedingly 

abundant with faith 

and love which is in 

Christ Jesus. 

(I Timothy 1:14) 

Ȱ'ÒÅÁÔ %ØÐÅÃÔÁÔÉÏÎÓȱ by Rob Gonsalves 

 Now to Him  

who is able to   
do exceedingly 
abundantly 
above all that 
we ask or think, 
according to the 
power that 
works in us . . . 

Ephesians 3:20 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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The current theme for our newsletter, "Great 
Expectations," comes at a time when I am 
preparing my children to return to school.  A new 
school year has begun, complete with new 
teachers, new friends and new challenges!  It is 
exciting, yet scary at the same time.   

When I am on our church campus, I am also 
reminded of our "Great Expectations" as I look at 
a currently unfinished education building.  Very 
soon the building will be filled with a lot of 
"newness" itself.   

I am filled with lots of expectation for the 
potential that lies before us in all aspects of 
ministry at Grace Baptist, and especially in 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 
many children coming to that building to hear the 
Gospel for the first time and then making a 
decision for Christ.  There are also expectations of 

LOVE OTHERS 
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Mark your calendars . . . 

September 2: First Awana Club night! 

September 16:  Awana Crazy Hair Night 

September 26: Awana Conference (8:30 am - 3:45 pm) 

 (Heritage Bible Church)  

September 30:  Awana Parents Night 

 Come see what your children are  
 doing every Wednesday night 

October 3: First JBQ meet 

 First Assembly of God - Bakersfield 

October 25: Harvest Festival 

October 28: Awana Dress-up Night 

children growing in their relationship with Christ 
through a fantastic discipleship program like JBQ 
Sunday School.  There are expectations of children's 
workers being stretched and growing in their own 
relationship with Christ by obediently accepting the 
challenge to 
work with 
children on 
Sunday 
mornings and 
Wednesday 
nights.   

Wow, it is awesome to anticipate these 
expectations!  I am getting excited just thinking 
about it.  Are you?? 

 
       Kristine Prince  
       /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 

From Facebook to face-time. 

²Ŝ Řƻ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
involve face-to-face time 
spent with other people.  At 
Grace we are committed to 
being a church that brings 

people together weekly for some face-to-face time 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ IƻƳŜ DǊƻǳǇ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ   ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ 
that Home Groups are an option for people, but that 
Home Groups are necessary for our church to remain 
healthy and connected to one another and to Jesus 
Christ. 

With Home Groups there is both an inward and 
outward focus.  The inward focus is designed to build 
a sense of fellowship and care for one another, and 
the outward focus is designed to build a sense of 
excitement for what God can do through us as we 
minister to our community.  But in our culture, 
because everything is centered around the personal 
or private, in some sense spiritual growth has been 
equated with what happens to you personally or 
privately. 

The culture we live and work in focuses on the 
personal, the private, the individual. As you read the 
New Testament, the emphasis is not on the personal 
or private, but rather on the communal.  In our 
culture when we think about growth, we 
ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǎǎǳƳŜΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΚέ  
!ǘ DǊŀŎŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ 
ƎǊƻǿ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΚέ 

The gifted writer, C.S. Lewis, wrote about a close 
friendship he shared with two other men.  Lewis 
ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ άŀƘŀέ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŘƛŜŘΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

friend contributed to their friendship, it was what his 
presence brought out in both of them.  Only that 
friend could bring it out ς without him, neither of 
ǘƘŜƳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ  ¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
not just in a group for ourselves ς ǿŜΩǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ 
for others. 

Let me challenge those of you who are plugged into a 
Home Group.  In order to encourage others to 
experience the care and fellowship that you have, 
ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘŜǇ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ 
to join you in a Home Group.  We have to be willing 
to make the first move. As people walk through our 
doors, whether they know it or not, they are looking 
for genuine community experiences.  They are 
looking for a place where they can be themselves, 
where they can let their guard down and have some 
enjoyable face-to-face time with like-minded people.  
They are looking for a Home group experience. 

If you are a regular at Grace 
and are not currently part 
of a Home Group, may I 
encourage you to talk   
with me or one of the 
Home Group leaders listed 
in the bulletin each week 
and learn more about how 
people genuinely care for 
each other and for our community. 

We have great expectations for this next year.  We 
expect our Home Group Ministry to expand to a 
minimum of 15 groups.  We want to see 85% of those 
who attend Grace involved in a Home Group.  It will 
help us stay connected to Jesus, the church, the 
community and each other. 

Wednesday, September 2nd  

Awana Kick - off Night  

                               T�Š�‡�”�‡�ï�•���ƒ�Ž�™�ƒ�›�• 

                               room for more . . .  

It isn't too late to help in Children's Ministry! 

We can use your help on Sunday morning for 

preschool Sunday School, worship service 

care or children's church, or on Wednesday 

nights in our Awana program.   

Call the church office at 589-0424 and sign-

up to volunteer! 

     Sunday, October 25th 

Plan to be a part of our annual FREE outreach to our 

community.  Ask your home group leader or contact 

Kristine Prince (589-0941) for ways that you can help 

make this event a success!! 

  

 Home Groups help 

 us stay connected 

 to Jesus, the church,  

 the community and  

 each other. 

                     GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH  ς HOME GROUPS 

 Location [ŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ bŀƳŜ  Time/Day   Contact # 

 Church Jeff Salters   Sunday Afternoon  328-0479 
 Northwest   Mike Daugherty   Sunday Afternoon  589-0861 
 Northwest   Don Ellis    Sunday Afternoon  589-6807 
 Northwest Rod Palmer  Thursday Evening  589-9256 
 Northwest Andy Prince  Thursday Evening  589-0941 
 Northwest Robert Schlosser  Thursday Evening  587-2589 
 Northwest Andrea Slater  Sunday Afternoon  392-0173 
 Northwest Rollin Strode  Sunday Evening  589-8744 
 Northwest Dick Varvel  Sunday Evening  203-6512 
 Southwest Alan Sharrer    Sunday Afternoon  665-8929 


