
Last Thursday evening or Friday 
morning we experienced a power 
failure at the church.  Our Internet 
connection stopped working once the 
electricity came back on and it has 
taken us a few days to figure out the 
problem.  In the meantime, we have 
been without our Internet link to the 
outside world and the ability to print to 
our copier.  Now for some 
that may not be a big deal, 
but for us it is because 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ Ŝ-
mail nor can we print letters 
and other important 
documents.  Sometimes you 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ȅƻǳ 
depend upon something 
until it is no longer available 
to you.  

Communication is vital if we are to 
remain connected to what is occurring 
in our world.  The same is true when it 
comes to relationships.  We need to be 
connected to one another in order to 
express the kind of agape love, grace 
and mercy to one another that Jesus 
talked about. 

The writer of Hebrews recognized that 
it was important that people stay in 
touch and as a result he told them that 
they should not forsake assembling 
together because that was the 
network that helped them stay 
connected to God and to one another 
during difficult times. 

Being connected to one another is 
every bit as important today as it was 
to first century Christians. That is why 
our new building is called the 
Connection Center.  We want it to be 
a place where connections are made 
and relationships built with God and 
others who come here to fellowship 
and to learn. 

During March and April 
we will have a great 
opportunity to connect 
with people who are 
guests of Grace Baptist, 
either in worship, at an 
event like the Easter 
Egg Hunt, or at our 
Easter service.  This will 
be our chance to create 
a first impression that 

will hopefully encourage them to 
come back and fully experience the 
variety of ministries we offer at Grace 
Baptist.  Imagine how great it would 
be if every person who is a guest of 
Grace goes away feeling like they are 
special and valued by the people of 
this church. 

God has called us to love others and 
to make disciples of people who 
presently do not have a personal 
relationship with God through Jesus 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ 
chance we have to make the love and 
grace of God apparent through the 
ways we connect with one another 
and with those who are our guests. 
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    ƹ   WEEKLY SCHEDULE    Ʒ 

Sunday 

      9:15 am - Sunday School  

    10:30 am - Worship Service 
 
Tuesday 

    6:30 am - aŜƴΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ 

    7:00 pm - REFUGE - College/Career 
 
Wednesday 

    5:00 pm - Dinner 

    6:00 pm - IGNITE Youth Group 

                      Awana (3 yrs to 6th grade)  
                      Worship Service & GROW 

Thursday 
    6:30 pm - Prime Time  
         [March 18th & April 15th] 

Worship Service @ 10:30 am  ǅ  Dinner to follow 

Come see our new facility, bring a friend  

                       and join us for a . . . 

          TRITRITRI---TIP DINNERTIP DINNERTIP DINNER 
               (Hot dogs for the kids) 

                   Dinner for our guests will be FREE.  

                     $3.00 suggested donation for our members. 

                 Members whould also bring a side dish & dessert. 

OPEN HOUSE 
Sunday, March 7th  

Youõr
e Inv

ited! 
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ά.ŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ DƻŘέ ōȅ .ŜǘƘ aƻƻǊŜ 

Mondays @ 6:00 PM 
 

For more information, contact  

Ruth Riess at 204-2131. 

 
~   ~   ~   ~   ~ 

                 Have you Signed up yet? 

 

PRIME TIME  

Thursday, March 18th, 6:30 pm 

Special Guest:  Steve Barlett 

Steve will lead us in a time of singing. 
 

and 

Thursday, April 15th, 6:30 pm 
Special Guest:  Sandra Larsen 

Sandra will share information 
about Valley Fever. 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~ 

 

A regular food box costs $30.   
Anyone can purchase food. 

              March:  Deadline to Order  - March 17th 
                             Distribution Date - March 27th 

              April:     Ordering Deadline - April 14th 
                             Distribution Date - April 24th 

  

²Ƙȅ 5ƻƴΩǘ ²Ŝ Wǳǎǘ vǳƛǘΚ   

(Taken from Living Between The Lines, at sarahsalter.com) 

I was twenty-two years old the first time I quit 
church. I had lived at home and been forced to 
ŀǘǘŜƴŘ Ƴȅ 5ŀŘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴ 
years. At age twenty, I moved three hours away 
from them and began attending a different 
church. But at age twenty-two, I was seriously 
thinking about leaving church altogether.   

What brings a lifelong churchgoing Christian to 
the point of wanting to leave The Church? 

For me, it was betrayal and rejection.  Before I 
ŜǾŜǊ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ L ƘŀŘ 
already chosen a new church. I moved to my new 
city, joined my new church, and dove headfirst 
into the ministry. I taught Sunday school, worked 
in the daycare, sang in the choir, and assisted with 
the youth ministry. I was in the inner circle and I 
was happy because I felt accepted and loved and 
important. I felt like I had a purpose.   

Then, I made a horrendous mistake.   

On two separate occasions, I witnessed my 
beloved church leaders behaving in ways that 
were extremely unChristlike. The first time, I went 
to the leadership and questioned what I had seen, 
only to be told that I should not question my 
ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ 
for me to question them. Instead, they called me 
ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ ǘǿƻ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎΥ ƛƎƴƻǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ 
or leave the church.   

I walked away and never looked back. 

For weeks after I left that church, I spent my 
Sunday mornings sitting on my bed with my open 
Bible in my lap. I prayed and told God that I would 
just stay home with Him on Sundays. Why did I 
need to go to church when my faith was really 
between me and God anyway?   

LŦ Ƴȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΣ ǿƘȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
I just quit church altogether? 

I had to face this question and lately, I find myself 
hearing this from church people all around me. I 
hear questions like: Why should I give to my 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘΚ ²Ƙȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ L 
put up with self-righteous religious people? And 
sitting on hard pews, in uncomfortable clothes, in 
a sanctuary that is always too dark and too cold? 

Out of all of the Sunday school and Vacation Bible 
School classes that I attended as a child, one 
lesson stands out more vividly in my memory than 
all of the others.    

ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΚέ Mrs. 
Sasser asked us one crisp 
Sunday morning.  Little hands 
went up in the air, but eager 
voices began thrusting the 
answers at her before she got 
a chance to call on anyone.  
Stained glass windows and 

pews? Sunday school classes? Songs?  Mrs. Sasser 
ǎƳƛƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻƻƪ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘΦ άbƻΦ bƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜΦ 
!ƴȅōƻŘȅ ŜƭǎŜΚέ  L ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜΦ ά¢ƘŜ 
ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜǊΚέ  άbƻΦ bƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜǊΦέ   

We were out of ideas. She looked at our blank 
faces for a moment, then reached out with a 
gentle finger and poked the white cardigan 
sweater that covered my six-year-old chest.  
ά{ŀǊŀƘΣ you ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦέ {ƘŜ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ ά!ƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
church. And you. And you. And you. And you. And 
me.έ IŜǊ ƘŀƴŘ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘ ƻǾŜǊ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ   
άWŜǎǳǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΦ !ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŎƻƳŜ 
together, we ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
matter where we areτŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ 
with Jesus in our heartsτǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦέ 

That probably seems a bit simplistic to be 
applicable to our lives today. But I have to 
disagree. That is a timeless truth. We are the 
church.  
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ƹ  MARCH &  APRIL  EVENTS Ʒ  

Church Finances  

 January 2010               February 2010  

   Budgeted   $  42,334.65*          Budgeted  $ 33,867.72 
   Received    $  40,565.29          Received   $ 39,439.13 

 
Fiscal Year-To-Date 

       Budgeted  $  220,140.18 
        Received   $  228,623.62  

 *Based on five Sundays.          

Love God   ~   Devote   ~   Quiet time five days a week 

ǅ  -%.ȭ3 2%42%!4  ǅ 

at The Oaks 

March 19 -21, 2010 

ǅ  7/-%.ȭ3 2%42%!4  ǅ 

at The Oaks 

April 16 -18, 2010  

Level 201: 
Bible Bootcamp 

       Teacher:  Mark Johnson 

Evangelism - Contagious Christianity 
       Teacher: Greg Ontiveros 
 

Level 301: 
7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 3ÔÕÄÙ - Frazzled Female 

       Teacher:  Suzanne Taylor 

Creationism 
        Teacher:  Dick Varvel 

Level 101: 
 Is Christ Really God? by Josh McDowell 

          Teacher: Pastor Rollin 
 
Level 201: 

 Young Married Class 
       Teachers:  Jeff & Melissa Salters 

 MasterWork - He Chose the Nails 
       Teacher:  Pastor Andy Prince 

 &ÉÎÁÎÃÅÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ 7ÁÙ 
       Teacher:  Bill Shipp 

  The Grace Investment 

 Total Amount Pledged =    $ 380,594.08 

   Received as of December  $ 212,095.17 
   Received in January  $     5,277.33 
   Received in February  $     3,829.03 
   Total Received =  $ 221,201.53 

 Remaining Pledge Balance = $ 159,392.55 

LOVE GOD 

 God never  

  intended for  

  His sheep to 

  wander alone. 

(Continued to Pg. 3) 

What brings a lifelong churchgoing Christian to 

 the point of wanting to leave The Church? 

GROWTH UNIVERSITY   -  3 rd  Quarter Classes  
            LOVING GOD through the study of His Word. 
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Children's ministry is a busy place! We have activities 
and fun for kids nearly year-round.  One of the things   
I love most about an active ministry is the joy that 
comes from serving alongside others.  GBC has a 
fabulous team of Sunday School teachers, Awana 
workers, and volunteers for our many outreaches 
throughout the year.  It is hardly "work" when we get 
to spend several hours together laughing, praying, and 
fellowshipping with men and women who enjoy 
sharing the Gospel with children through many 
different means.  Vacation Bible School is one of my 
favorite weeks of the year because of all the FUN we 
have every night coming together to share Jesus with 
the boys and girls who attend VBS! 

Being connected in children's ministry or any ministry 
brings joy!   Many of our children's workers have also 
gotten plugged into a home group as a result of 
serving with fellow home group members.  They have 
found joy in serving and being connected together!   

Are you connected in a ministry?  Are you searching 
for where to get connected?  Pray and ask God where 
you belong.  Don't wait! 

  Kristine Prince 
  /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
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Mark your calendars . . . 

  March 13: Jr. Camp Fundraiser - Noon to 2 pm 

   Mexican or Hot Dog Plate - $5.00 

  March 13: AwanaGames/Sparks-A-Rama Practice 

 3:00 to 4:30 pm 

  March 17:  !ǿŀƴŀ άDǊŜŜƴ bƛƎƘǘέ 

  March 20: AwanaGames / Sparks-A-Rama 

  March 24: !ǿŀƴŀ ά/ǊŀȊȅ Iŀǘ bƛƎƘǘέ 

  March 31: NO AWANA - Spring Break 

  April 7: Awana - Regular Club 

  April 14: Awana - ά¢ŜŀƳ /ƻƭƻǊ bƛƎƘǘέ 

  April 28: Awana - άCƛƴƛǎƘ ¢ƘŜ wŀŎŜ bƛƎƘǘέ 

   Last night to complete any sections! 

  May 5: Awana - Final Awards Night 

   All parents are invited to attend! 

I love this quote from Worship Matters by Bob 
Kauflin: 

On Sundays, God wants us to do more than 
sing songs together and have wonderful 
worship experiences. He wants to knit the 
fabric of our lives together. For many, church 
has become all about meτǿƘŀǘ LΩƳ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΣ 
ǿƘŀǘ LΩƳ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎΣ ǿƘŀǘ LΩƳ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜ ŦƻǊΣ 
ǿƘŀǘ L ƴŜŜŘΣ Ƙƻǿ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘΣ ǿƘŀǘ L 
can do. We see ourselves as isolated 
individuals all seeking personal encounters 
with God, wherever we can find them. Sadly, 
this reflects our individualistic, me-obsessed 
culture. Rather than seeing ourselves as part 
of a worship community, we become worship 
consumers. We want worship on demand, 
served up in our own way, at our own time, 
and with our own music.  

When I am tempted to want to quit church, there 
are a few things that I can remember to help me. 

CƛǊǎǘΣ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ 
making me ƘŀǇǇȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘΦ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ 
ōŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘΣ LΩƳ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΣ ǘƻƻΦ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 
be more than a selfish pew-sitter. That will probably 

mean that there are times that I have to make 
sacrifices (which by definition are not fun). But 
ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎΦ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƘŀǇǇȅ 
or fulfilled.   

Second, I must remember that God never intended 
His sheep to wander alone. Instead, He gives us 
shepherds to guide and protect us and He gave us 
flocks to learn and grow with. If I am in a flock 
where the other sheep are biting and kicking me or 
where the shepherd is abusing or neglecting me, it 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎǘƻǇ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƘŜŜǇΦ Lǘ 
just means that I should ask God to lead me to a 
different flock. 

WŀƳŜǎ мΥр ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ 
they can ask God. He will give them their answers 
ŀƴŘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀƴƎǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ŀǎƪƛƴƎΦ  

So, when I am tempted to quit church, I need to 
stop following my thoughts and emotions. Instead, 
I have to ask God. He will never leave me in a 
ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀōǳǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ IŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
send me in the wrong direction. 

I also want to remind you of our goal this year for 
each person to connect to a small group, whether 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ƘƻƳŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ŀ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ƻǊ ŀ 
ƳŜƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ  .ȅ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
a small group, we can reach our vision of Loving 
Others and experience the greatest blessing of 
being connected at Grace Baptist - its people! 

I look forward to seeing you this Sunday as we 
celebrate the love and grace of God in our lives 
and as we continue to seek ways to be connected 
to God and to one another. 

AR E  YOU CON N ECT E D ? (Continued from Pg. 1) 

Love Others   ~   Connect   ~   Each person in a Small Group 

                                ºSaddle Up» and get  
                                ready to help us 
                                  prepare for this  
                                   summer's awesome 

                           Vacation Bible School!  
                          - June 13 to 18 - 

If you½d like to help with the planning of our 
decorations, crafts, dramas, or anything at all 
this year, then contact Kristine Prince at the 

church office (589-0424) or by e-mail - 
kristine@gbcbak.org. 

    ºRoundin½ Up Questions . . .  
       Drivin½ Home Answers» 

EASTER EGG HUNT 

SATURDAY, April 3rd 
10:00 to 11:30 am 

Come be a part of the fun!   

    If you are not already signed-up, here are 

   some ways you can get involved: 

Pray 

Bring some plastic eggs                            
filled with goodies 

Help our guests                                             
feel welcome  

   [ŜǘΩǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ  

   that come to our church for this event! 

I need to remember that church isn½t all 

about making me happy and fulfilled. 

Jr. Camp Fundraiser Lunch 

Saturday - March 13th 
Noon to 2:00 PM 

$5.00 each - Mexican Plate for Adults 

           or Hot Dog Plate for Kids 

You can help send our 4th -6th graders  
to summer camp this year. 

LOVE OTHERS 

²Ƙȅ 5ƻƴΩǘ ²Ŝ Wǳǎǘ vǳƛǘΚ (Continued from Pg. 2) 

"And let us consider one another in order to stir up   

love and good works, not forsaking the assembling        

of ourselves together, as is the manner of some,        

but exhorting one another, and so much the             

more as you see the Day approaching."    

(Hebrews 10:24 -25)  

But if we walk in the light as He is in the 

light, we have fellowship with one another, 

and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son 

cleanses us from all sin. 

I John 1:7 

 




