
άIt was a fog-shrouded morning, 

July 4, 1952, when a young woman 
named Florence Chadwick waded 
into the water off Catalina Island. 
She intended to swim the channel 
from the island to the California 
coast.  Long-distance swimming was 
not new to her; she had been the 
first woman to swim the English 
Channel in both directions. 

The water was numbing cold that 
day. The fog was so thick she could 
hardly see the boats in her party. 
Several times sharks had to be 
driven away with rifle fire. She 
swam more than 15 hours before 
she asked to be taken out of the 
water. Her trainer tried to 
encourage her to swim on since 
they were so close to land, but 
when Florence looked, all she saw 
was fog. So she quit. . . only one-
mile from her goal. 

[ŀǘŜǊ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ΨLΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŜȄŎǳǎƛƴƎ 
myself, but if I could have seen the 
ƭŀƴŘ L ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘΦΩ Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 
the cold or fear or exhaustion that 
caused Florence Chadwick to fail. It 
was the fog. 

Many times we too fail, not because 
ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ƻǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŜǊ 
pressure or because of anything 
other than the fact that we lose 
ǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻŀƭΦ aŀȅōŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ 
tŀǳƭ ǎŀƛŘΣ ΨL ǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪ 
for the prize of the high calling of 
DƻŘ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ WŜǎǳǎΦΩ  όtƘƛƭΦ оΥмпύΦ 

Two months after her failure, 
Florence Chadwick walked off     
the same beach into the same 
channel and swam the distance, 
setting a new speed record, 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘΦέ 

  - John Cochran 

Often times churches are guilty of 
creating a fog for their members by 
not clearly laying out goals for their 
spiritual journey.  We realize that in 
the past we may have been guilty of 
not clearly communicating our goals 
and expectations.  So, this year we 
want to share our vision and our 
goals for the year 2010 so there is a 
clear path for our members to follow. 

Our vision is large, but simple ς Love 
God , Love Others, and Reach the 
World.  This is who we are as the 
body of Christ at Grace - people who 
are committed to putting God first, 
genuinely loving each other, and 
spreading the gospel within our 
community and to our world.   

Our purpose at Grace is making 
disciples.  We help people whether 
they are lost, new to the faith, or 
seasoned Christians to grow in love 
with God, develop relationships with 
each other in the body, and share 
Christ with the lost. 

²ƘŜƴ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŀǎƪǎΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ 
ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜΚέΣ ŀǘ DǊŀŎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
clear ς to be a disciple is to be 
someone who loves God, loves 
others, and is reaching the world. 
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WIN IN  2010 

    ƹ   WEEKLY SCHEDULE    Ʒ 

Sunday 

      9:15 am - Sunday School  

    10:30 am - Worship Service 
 
Tuesday 

    6:30 am - aŜƴΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ 

    7:00 pm - REFUGE - College/Career 
 
Wednesday 

    5:00 pm - Dinner 

    6:00 pm - IGNITE Youth Group 

                      Awana (3 yrs to 6th grade)  
                      Worship Service & GROW 

Thursday 
    6:30 pm - Prime Time  
           [Jan 21st & Feb 18th] 

(Continued on Pg. 2) 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Devote   ƀ   Connect   ƀ   Share 

Love God   ƀ   Love Others   ƀ   Reach The World 

Win in 2010!  

I press toward the mark for the prize of  

the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
(Philippians 3:14) 

 

2010 Goals 

Devote 

Connect 

Share 
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ά.ŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ DƻŘέ ōȅ .ŜǘƘ aƻƻǊŜ 

Mondays @ 6:00 PM 
 

Cost:  $18.00 for the book 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅΦ  CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ 
information, contact Ruth Riess at 204-2131. 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~ 

     SAVE THE DATES . . . 

 

PRIME TIME  

Thursday, January 21st, 6:30 pm 

Special Guest:  Mike Franey 

Mr. Franey will share his experiences 

as a prison chaplain. 
 

and 

Thursday, February 18th, 6:30 pm 
Special Guest:  Jill Ramey 

Jill will share the latest news about  
Justin & Becky Burt as they serve  

as missionaries in Indonesia. 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~ 

AWANA LEADERS/DIRECTORS 

POTLUCK & TRAINING 

Sunday, January 24th 

(after worship in the Fellowship Hall) 

For info:  Wanda Bruxvoort (587-5701)  
or Cindy Walker (829-2504). 

Worship is not an activity that takes place only on 
Sunday, but worship is the devotion we give our Lord 
in all that we do.  It begins with the quality time we 
give Him in reading His Word and talking to Him in 
prayer.  Out of that love relationship we receive the 
ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ǘǊƛŀƭǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ŀ 
holy life to please our Lord, and the power to do 
effective ministry. 

Our goal for 2010 is to encourage each member of 
Grace to have a daily quiet time at least five times a 
week.   

A quiet time consists of reading the Bible, meditating 
on what it says, praying to God, and seeking to apply 
what you are learning.  It is giving the Lord a quality  
15 to 30 minutes a day to be in His presence, to 
communicate your love to Him,  and then to hear from 
your Father in Heaven. 

While we hope that each person will spend quality 
time with God each day, we set our goal at having a 

quiet time five days a week because we realize that 
even though we have best intentions, some days get 
so crazy we can miss that time.   

Each month we will have a small reward to celebrate 
those who achieve this goal.  We know that this 
reward is a small token and that those who spend time 
with God do not do it for this gift of appreciation.  
However, this is a way for us to measure whether we 
are meeting this goal and will also help us celebrate 
our faithfulness in putting God first. 

Goals can be dangerous if approached with the heart 
of legalism, but not setting a goal is sure to leave us 
stagnate in our growth.  As you seek to accomplish this 
goal of having a quiet time each day, do it with the 
heart to have an encounter with the God who saved 
you.  You will be blessed tremendously as an individual 
and so will our church as a body if our members will 
have a private time of worship each day.   

[ŜǘΩǎ Love God and Devote ourselves to Him daily in 2010! 
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LOVE GOD ƹ  JANUARY &  FEBRUARY EVENTS Ʒ  

Here at Grace, we also structure our ministries 
around our vision and disciple-making process.  
Each element of our vision statement has a 
ministry connected with it.   

For Love God, we have our worship and Sunday 
School ministries which take place on Sunday 
morning.  We consider Sunday School and 
worship as one ministry which helps us love and 
worship God in spirit and in truth.   

Our Love Others ministry is our small groups.  
²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƘƻƳŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ŀ ƳŜƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ƻǊ ŀ 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǳǎ 
opportunities to develop friendships with each 
other and allow us to be cared for, ministered to, 
and loved, while we are learning to do these same 
things for others.   

Our Reach the World ministries provide our 
members with opportunities to bring the good 
news of Christ to others.  Whether it is through 
working in Awana, Ignite, Refuge, Angel Food, 

WIN  IN  2 0 1 0 (Continued from Pg. 1) 

Church Finances  

 November 2009                         December 2009  

   Budgeted   $  33,867.72          Budgeted  $ 33,867.72 
   Received    $  30,507.82          Received   $ 36,827.51 

 
Fiscal Year-To-Date 

       Budgeted  $  493,678.12 
        Received   $  431,491.47  

         Needed     $    62,186.65  

Love God   ~   Devote   ~   Quiet time five days a week 

Hands of Grace, VBS, Easter Egg Hunt, visitation, 
or other outreaches, the purpose and goal is to 
help people know Christ and His love. 

This year, we have three goals which will help us 
accomplish our vision:   

  Devote Quiet time five days a week 

  Connect Each person in a small group 

  Share Each person equipped & sharing their faith 

Each of these goals will help us reach our vision, 
and we share how that will be accomplished in 
the other newsletter articles.   

We have accomplished great things in three and a 
half short years as Grace Baptist and we believe 
God has even greater things for this city and our 
congregation.  Get ready for the fog to clear and a 
clear path to emerge as we set out to devote, 
connect and share, and . . .   

Win in 2010! 

ǅ  -%.ȭ3 2%42%!4  ǅ 

at The Oaks 

March 19 -21, 2010 

ǅ  7/-%.ȭ3 2%42%!4  ǅ 

at The Oaks 

April 16 -18, 2010  

DEVOTIONALS TO PURCHASE  

One Year With Jesus  -  $10 

My Utmost For His Highest   -  $10 

Daily Light Reading Plan  -  $1.00 

My Daily Bread  -  $1.00 

Fun & Active Devotions for Kids  - $10 

One Year Devotions For Boys  -  $10 

One Year Devotions For Girls  -  $10 

All devotionals are available in the church office. 

ON-LINE DEVOTIONALS  

Adrian Rogersô Daily Devotionals 

Day by Day with Charles Swindoll 

Greg Laurie Daily Devotions 

In Touch with Dr. Charles Stanley 

Turning Point with Dr. David Jeremiah 

Joni & Friends (Joni Eareckson Tada) 

Youth Devotionals from New Wineskin Publications 

 

For links to the above websites, go to our website, 
www.gbcbak.org, and select ñDevotionalsò on the front page. 

  The Grace Investment 

 Total Amount Pledged =    $ 380,594.08 

   Received as of October  $ 183,860.51 
   Received in November  $   18,611.33 
   Received in December  $     9,623.33 
   Total Received =  $ 212,095.17 

 Remaining Pledge Balance = $ 168,498.91 
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Recently when I checked my mailbox, a flyer for an 
advertiser caught my eye.  It read, "Welcome to 
the year of Amazing."  I was wondering just what 
a year of amazing looks like!   

Then I started thinking about what would happen 
if everyone in our church had a daily quiet time.  
Just a few minutes a day reading scripture, briefly 
writing what a particular verse means to them, 
and sharing what they have learned.  What 
potential there is for God's kingdom if His people 
spend a few quiet minutes before His throne, 
talking and listening to the One who understands 
everything.  Our everyday lives would be changed 
because our influence from the Holy Spirit would 
be greater than that of the world.   

What if our kids followed the same example as the 
adults in having a daily quiet time?  Wow!  If the 
next generation were to build their foundation 
upon the one thing that will never let them down  
-- God's Word -- now THAT would be AMAZING!   

LOVE OTHERS 

Page 3 

Mark your calendars . . . 

February 10: Awana Inside Out/Backwards Night 

February 20: Awana Grand Prix 

February 27:  Club JBQ at the church 

To help your child have a daily quiet time, please 
consider picking up a copy of the one of the 
devotionals available for purchase: 

One Year Devotions for Girls  
One Year Devotions for Boys 
One Year Fun & Active Devotions for Kids 

These are great, age-appropriate devotions that 
will help your children and grandchildren get in the 
habit of studying their Bible daily. 

My hope is that 2010 will truly be a year of 
AMAZING things as Grace Baptist dedicates itself to 
dive deeper into a relationship with Christ and the 
study of His word. 

       Kristine Prince  
       /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 

One of the greatest needs we all have in our lives is 
to have friends.  While in our society today, we live 
with people all around us, most live lonely lives and 
few have real friends.  Even the church has come to 
be a place where we meet nice, friendly, people, 
but still do not develop friendships. 

Here at Grace, we can find the same situation.  
Although our worship service is great, you do not 
meet friends in a group of 300 people.  Growth 
University (Sunday School) is fantastic, however, it 
ƛǎ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
others.  While you may get to know some things 
about certain people in your class, you do not have 
the opportunity to build lasting friendships with 
each other. 

Small Groups at Grace is the place where you can 
relax, spend time together and build friendships.   

Most home groups meet over a meal and share 
prayer requests.  I love our home group because we 
have game nights and hang out times where we 
have a chance to laugh and have fun.  When I was 
sick, they took care of me and my family.  When I 
need a word of encouragement or correction, they 
provide it with love.  I have good friends because of 
home group.   

L ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳŜƴΩǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ 
on Tuesday.  We eat together (yes, food is what 

makes us good Baptists), share our lives, and pray 
for one another.   

The discipleship that takes place through a small 
group is life changing.  It is not planned--it happens 
out of the relationships that are built.  This is how 
most real discipleship takes place and why we 
need friends to help us grow in Christ. 

As the body of Christ, 
God calls us to be 
connected to each 
other.  I need you in 
order to grow, and you 
need me so that you 
can grow.   

This year our goal is for each person to Connect to 
a small group, whether through a home group, a 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ƻǊ ŀ ƳŜƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ   .ȅ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ 
being connected to a small group, we can reach 
our vision of Loving Others and experience the 
greatest blessing of Grace Baptist ς its people.   

If you are not already connected, will you be in 
2010?  And if you are, will you reach out and help 
the new people God sends to our congregation get 
connected also.   

[ŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ 
and become friends. 

HOME GROUPS 

Location                [ŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ bŀƳŜ Time/Day Contact # 

Northwest   Mike Daugherty    Sunday Afternoon 589-0861 
Northwest   Don Ellis   Sunday Afternoon 589-6807 
Northwest  Rod Palmer  Thursday Evening 589-9256 
Northwest  Andy Prince  Thursday Evening 589-0941 
Northwest  Robert Schlosser Thursday Evening 587-2589 
Northwest  Andrea Slater Sunday Afternoon 392-0173 
Northwest  Rollin Strode  Sunday Evening 589-8744 
Northwest  Dick Varvel  Sunday Evening 203-6512 
Southwest  Alan Sharrer    Sunday Afternoon 665-8929 

Love Others   ~   Connect   ~   Each person in a Small Group 

                                ºSaddle Up» and get  
                                ready to help us 
                                  prepare for this  
                                   summer's 
          awesome 
                           Vacation Bible School! 
If you½d like to help with the planning of 
our decorations, crafts, dramas, or anything 
at all this year, then mark your calendars 
for our first planning meeting - 

Sunday,  February 28th (right after church) 

    ºRoundin½ Up Questions . . .  
       Drivin½ Home Answers» 

Saturday,  

February 22nd @ 10 am  
Registration cost per car is $6.  

     Pit stops scheduled for:  

Saturday, January 30th - 9 am to Noon  

Saturday, February 13th  9 am to Noon  

Volunteers are need to help with the event.   

Contact Rob or Ronda Schlosser if youõd like to help. 

EASTER EGG HUNT 

SATURDAY, April 3rd 
If you would like to help coordinate this 

annual event, please contact Kristine Prince  

at 589-0941 or call the  

church office. 

 Therefore everyone who hears these words of  

   mine and puts them into practice is like a wise 

   man who built his house on the rock.  (Matt 7:24) 

The discipleship that 

takes place through 

a small group is  

life changing. 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ  

Bible Study 
Mondays @ 6:00 PM 

~ ~ ~ 

aŜƴΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ  

Breakfast 
Tuesdays @ 6:30 AM 

Small Groups at Grace Baptist . . . 
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YOUTH MINISTRIES 
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REACH THE WORLD 

 

Wednesday Nights 

@ 6:30 PM 

Worship - Bible Study - Small Groups 

MISSIONS UPDATE 

One of the things that Becky and I are constantly 
dealing with is the need to connect with our new 
friends here in Morop.  When we first arrived here, 
we had no shared experiences with anyone, so it 
was very hard to break the ice.  We would try to go 
to their gardens with them, but they were worried 
we would get hurt.  We wanted to hike through 
the jungle with them, but they were scared that 
we wouldn't be able to keep up.  So time after time 
we would ask, until they finally gave in and let us 
go along with them. 

As we began to be able to spend more quality time 
with them, we began to have those shared 
experiences with them.  Those shared experiences 
are helping to form friendships, which are 
continuing to grow.   

One day it will be those friendships that will allow 
us to share with them the great hope that we 
have in Jesus Christ.  But until then, we must 
devote ourselves to constantly pursue these 
friendships that are so difficult to achieve. 

Thank you for partnering with us to expand the 
reach of the gospel to the Morop people. 
 
Justin, Becky, Ethan and Derek Burt 
 

The gospel is powerful and when shared in love it 
changes lives.  However, the sad reality is that 
most Christians are not sharing their faith.  While 
we cannot change what other churches in America 
ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀǘ 
Grace Baptist Church.   

To share Christ with others, a few things must take 
place.   

First, we must evangelize in the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  This is why our first goal to devote daily 
time with the Lord is so important ς we must be 
spending time with God to be empowered by the 
Holy Spirit.   

Second, we are called to make disciples, not 
converts.  We are not called to make people say a 
prayer, but to have their lives changed by Christ.  
As we do this, our second goal to connect with a 
small group is important.  New disciples need to 
be connected to the body of Christ so they can 
grow.  If we are not connected, we will not be able 
to connect others.   

Third, we must share the gospel ς our third goal 
for 2010.  Many people do not share their faith 
simply because they do not know what to say.  
This year, we will equip all our members with a 
simple, effective way to share Christ and then 
challenge each person to share the message of 
salvation with at least one person. 

What will happen if we take this goal seriously?  
God will use you and me to bring lost people to 
Him.  Individuals will be changed!  Families will be 
changed!  Our community will be changed!   

You can begin now by praying for the lost people 
you know and seeking ways to develop a 
relationship with them where you can earn their 
trust.  As you are trained in how to share your 
faith, God will open the door for you to plant the 
seed of the good news.  That is success.   

[ŜǘΩǎ Reach the World and Share the love of God 
with others this year! 

Tuesday Nights 

@ 7:30 PM  

Come join the group for a time of  
Bible study, worship & fellowship. 

Questions?  Contact Mike Towers @ 706-6922 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ . . .   

Romans 1:16 

Reach the World   ~   Share   ~   Each person equipped & sharing their faith 

From Pastor Kris . . . 

Sara and I have been here for a few months now and 
are really starting to feel at home.  I want to thank 
many of you who have opened your arms and reached 
out to us during this time, and we are looking forward 
to getting to know many more of you in the near 
future. 

To start off the new year, the youth group is excited to 
help Grace Baptist reach their goals in 2010 - to 
devote, connect and share.   

We have begun to encourage students to participate 
in a daily quiet time.  We have provided students 
online tools for daily devotionals (like http://
www.newwineskin.com/devotionals.php), which are 
free and readily available.   

We will be encouraging students to plug in to a home 
group where they can develop real friendships outside 
of the church walls and deepen their relationships 
with God and others. 

Finally, we have already spent the first two weeks of 
the year in Sunday School teaching on salvation and 
how to share Christ with others who do not believe in 
Him.  We will continue to do this throughout the year.   

We are also getting geared up to prepare for this 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŎŀƳǇ -- we will be returning to 
Jenness Park.  If you are interested in helping to 
support a student financially so that they might be 
able to attend, please contact me at kris@gbcbak.org 
or call the church office.   

I pray that you will be both encouraged and motivated 
to gain a greater understanding of our God and our 
Savior, Jesus Christ this year.  The more we know Him, 
the more we love Him.  The more we love Him, the 
more we serve Him.  I hope you look forward to 
knowing, loving, and serving our awesome God this 
year. 

In Christ, 
  Kris Stratton 

SPECIAL OFFERING FOR 

BENEVOLENCE 
 
ά/ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ƎŜǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƛƳŜǎΚέ  
Those are words your Pastors and Elders at Grace 
are hearing more often as people in Kern County 
struggle under a difficult economy. 

In anticipation of the people of Grace going 
through hard times, we budgeted funds in 2010 to 
assist those from the church who are struggling to 
make ends meet. Unfortunately, our budgeted 
funds have been depleted and we anticipate that 
the remainder of 2010 will find more families 
coming to us requesting financial assistance to pay 
utilities, housing costs, or to put food on the table. 

We want to be in a position where we can assist 
those who truly have a need in our congregation 
and within the community.  To assure that we will 
be able to continue to have the funds available to 
do so, on the Sundays that we share communion 
ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŀƴ άƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
ŀōƻǾŜέ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ 
helping people in need.  An offering envelope 
ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ά{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ hŦŦŜǊƛƴƎέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƛǊ 
pockets in the sanctuary.  If you would like to 
contribute to assisting families in need then you 
can place your gift in that envelope and drop it in 
the offering bag when it is passed. 

We want to thank you in advance for your generosity 
and your willingness to provide for the needs of 
those around us who are going through tough 
times. 

 

Bear one another's burdens,  
and so fulfill the law of Christ.   

(Galatians 6:2) 


