
The staff at Grace hopes you and your 
family had a joyful and wonderful 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ 
birth to be our Savior.   

As we reflect on the Christmas story, 
ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
changed when they worshipped Christ 
at Christmas and the same is true for 
each of us who have received Christ as 
our Savior.  Our lives are changed 
when we worship Christ. 

{ƻ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜȄǘΚ  5ŜŎƻǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ Ǉǳǘ 
away (or hopefully, at least, the 
process has begun), thoughts of 
goodies to make and eat are being 
replaced with going on a diet and 
joining a gym, and goals are being set 
for the New Year, hopefully spiritual 
goals as well.   

As we plan for 2009,   
there is a lesson we 
can learn from the 
shepherds about our 
focus for the next year 
at Grace.  When the 
shepherds got to the 
manger and saw Jesus, it is recorded in 
Luke 2:17-20, 

άbƻǿ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǎŜŜƴ 
Him, they made widely known 
the saying which was told 
them concerning this Child.  
And all those who heard it 
marveled at those things 
which were told them by the 
shepherds.  But Mary kept all 
these things and pondered 
them in her heart.  Then the 

shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all the 
things that they had heard 
and seen, as it was told them.   
(Emphasis added) 

After the shepherds saw Jesus, they 
had to tell others about Him.  The 
message the angel gave to them was 
not just for them but for all men (vs. 
10) ς that they would glorify God and 
have peace and goodwill on earth. 

Worshipping the Lord causes us to 
want to tell others about our own 
encounter with Christ and what he can 
do for mankind.   

hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ DǊŀŎŜΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ 
has been, in most part, inward as we 
merged two churches together.  This 

inward focus was 
necessary because 
before we could do 
ministry as a body, 
we needed to learn 
how to worship 
together and love 
one another.  As a 

staff, we have been greatly 
encouraged to see the love our church 
has for God and His Word and for each 
other within the body.   

We realize growth needs to take place 
in these areas, but we have seen 
significant progress in the develop-
ment of our congregation in these 
aspects of our vision. 

We believe God is now calling us to 
focus on reaching our world with the 
gospel, beginning with our community.  
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Grace, we will be 

ƻƴ  ǘƘŜ  άGoέ  ƛƴ 

2009 reaching our 

community with 

the gospel! 

[ŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ 

see how God will 

use us to reach 

the unchurched in 

our community 

this year. 

                              WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

Sunday 

      9:15 am - Sunday School (for all ages) 

    10:30 am - Worship Service 

    Home Groups - meet in the afternoon & evening 
 
Tuesday 

    6:30 am - aŜƴΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ 

    7:00 pm - REFUGE - College/Career 
 
Wednesday 

    5:00 pm - Dinner 

    6:00 pm - AWANA, IGNITE Youth Group & Adult Classes 
 
Thursday 

    6:30 pm - Prime Time (3rd Thursdays) 

Declare His glory  

     among the nations, 

His wonders among  

      all peoples. 

             [I Chronicles 16:24-25] 

(Continued on Pg. 2) 
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Monday, January 26th @ 6:00 pm 

.ŜǘƘ aƻƻǊŜΩǎ ƴŜǿ мл-week study - ESTHER 

- - - - - - 

Ʒ NEW WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER PRICES ƹ 
Effective  January 7th 

$5.00 - Adult;   $2.50 - Child 
$20.00 maximum per family 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VAL* DINNER   (*Very Adored Ladies) 

Saturday, February 7th @ 6:00 PM 
All ladies ages 16 & up are invited to attend.   
Cost is $15.00 - reservations are required. 

a9bΩ{ C9[[h²{ILt - NEW YEAR KICKOFF 
Saturday, January 17th @ 8:00 am 

Come enjoy a great breakfast ($5.00) and share your  
input & ideas as we plan the VAL Dinner & 
aŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

- - - - - - 

PRIME TIME  

Thursday, January 15th, 6:30 pm 

Guest Speaker:  Bryan Williams - ά{ǘŀǘŜ LǎǎǳŜǎέ 

and 

Thursday, February 19th, 6:30 pm 

Guest Host:   Ron Schuh 

Bring your favorite dish or dessert to share 
and come for an evening of food and fellowship. 

- - - - - - 

ELDER TRAINING 
Friday, January 30th @ 6:30 PM 

The congregation is invited to attend. 
¢ƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ά¢ƘŜ bŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ 

Page 7 

I have created monsters in my own family.  My boys, 
Anderson and Daniel, love football.  I always wanted 
to have my sons enjoy a football game with me and 
pull for my beloved N.C. State Wolfpack and Carolina 
Panthers.  I encouraged them to watch the games 
with me, but they were usually too interested in 
playing with their toys.  

Then one day it happened, they sat down and 
watched a whole game with me.  Then they took 
interest in the teams, the players, the coach, the 
records, the playoffs ς they became fans.  One day, 
Kristine told me that Anderson was watching a   
game on his own.  Now, a few years later, I 
have two sons who are crazy about football.  
They have caught my passion and are at 
times more of a fan than I am. 

Thankfully, my kids are not just passionate 
about sports.  I am grateful that all my kids 
love church, as well.  Ellie, Daniel, and 
Anderson love to come to Sunday School, 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ !²!b!Φ  ό¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ 
Grace, for loving my family.  It is such a 
blessing as a Pastor.)  Their love for church, 

like sports, is a passion they received from their 
parents, who love to come and worship God with 
His people. 

²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜ ƭƻǾŜΣ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
help but catch their passion.  I now can sit through 
a piano recital and actually appreciate it because 
my wife loves the piano.  She can sit through a 
sporting event and cheer because she shares my 
passion for sports.  Jesus shared His heart (His 
Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴύ ǿƘŜƴ IŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ǘƘŜ ά{ƻƴ ƻŦ aŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ 
ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƭƻǎǘΦέ   

Do you love God?   

   Have you caught His passion?   

      Do you love the lost? 

          Are you ready to reach the world? 

When we spend time with God we will 
catch His passion ς to seek and save the 
lost.   

When we are in love with God, we will be 
involved in reaching the world!   
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Sunday, January 11th @ 12:00 pm 

Secret Pals will be revealed. 

If you would like to participate in the 
2009 Widows Program, please contact 

Mary Lou Palmer at 589-3756 

Church Finances  

 November 1st to 30th               December 1st to 31st  
   Budgeted   $  47,469.05*          Budgeted  $ 37,975.24 
   Received    $  43,172.22          Received   $ 30,410.24 
 

Fiscal Year-To-Date 
       Budgeted  $  161,394.77 
        Received   $  139,792.39  
         Needed    $    21,602.38  

* Based on 5 Sundays in November. 

LOVE GOD JANUARY &  FEBRUARY EVENTS 

  The Grace Investment 
 November 2008 - 2011 

Total Pledges Received  

$380,594.08 

Received in November -  $  93,787.11 
Received in December -  $  20,974.91 
Remaining Pledge Balance -  $265,832.06 
 

Thank you to everyone who 
made a pledge! 

[9¢Ω{ w9!/I ¢I9 ²hw[5 ό/ƻƴǘΩŘ ŦǊƻƳ tƎΦ мύ 

Over the next few months, we will be sharing 
how we can all be involved in using our hearts, 
gifts, and abilities to minister to people in our 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦ   

Will you begin to pray now about how God will 
use you to touch unchurched people with His 
love?  Make this one of your spiritual goals for 
this year.  Will you help Grace reach our 
community for Christ? 

WŜǎǳǎ ǘƻƭŘ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ ƭŜŦǘΣ άDƻΣ 
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 
to observe all things that I have commanded 
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the 
ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜΦέ   

DǊŀŎŜΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άDƻέ ƛƴ нллф ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ 
ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭΗ  [ŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ 
ready to see how God will use us to reach the 
unchurched in our community this year. 

The ladies in our church who make the quilts are in need of flat, solid 
colored sheets.  They can be slightly used or new.  If used, any size can be 
used, but if you buy them, please get twin size.  We make twin size quilts 
because the missions have twin beds.  The larger sheets can be used 
because we cut quilt blocks from the unused part of the sheet. 
 
This also an invitation for any of you ladies who would like to help by 
cutting fabric into blocks or putting the quilts together.  We really have a 
ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ά5ƻƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊƪΦέ 
 
If you need more information, please call Helen McCullah at 392-0315 or 
just take the sheets to the church office. 

Our quilting ministry makes quilts 

for the  Bakersfield Rescue Mission 

and the Homeless Shelter. 

QUILTING MINISTRY 

Surrendered for Service  
by Gertrude Jefferies  

 
He took the hard unyielding clay 
Into his warm and gentle hands 

With love and patience kneaded it, 
Until it yielded to his commands. 

 
Lovingly he watered, and fed it 
With the life of his Holy Word 

Infused by the Holy Spirit 
Prepared it for service to God. 

 
It now stands ready for service 
Soft, pliable, yielded and still. 

Shaped by the hand of the Potter 
Surrendered to the Master's will. 

 
Whatever vessel is needed 

Whatever he wants me to be 
This, then is my dedication 

Here am I, my Master, use me. 

When we 

spend time 

with God, 
we will catch 

His passion ð 

to seek and 

save the lost.   
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YOUTH MINISTRIES 
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Upcoming Events . . .  

  January 14:   Winter Recharge  

  February 4:  Outreach Night  

  July 6 -11:   Centrifuge Camp*  

Over this past fall we have seen some growth 

and quite a few visitors on Tuesday Night.  It 

is exciting to see God change hearts among 

our group and see their lives changed.   

 

But, what about your heart?  What does your 

heart beat for?  For self, things of the world, 

the next dollar to be made, or for the next 

date?  

 

Upcoming Events . . .  

 Jan. 12 :  New Series starting :  Vital Pursuits  

ñPerhaps you are a Christian but not satisfied 
with where you are in your spiritual life. Or, 
maybe you are growing but want to take your 
spiritual life to the next level. If you want to 
know what practices are necessary if you are 

going to become a mature Christian, then this 
study is for you!ò 

February  :  A winter retreat is coming!  

REACH THE WORLD 
Over these next couple of months, we want to 

begin being more outward focused instead of 

always looking inward.  Which leads to the 

question: What does it mean to live a life with 

an outward focus?  Here are some quotes to 

get you thinking:  
 

-An ostrich with its head in the sand is just as 

blind to opportunity as to disaster.  
 
-Being an extrovert isnôt essential to 

evangelism ðobedience and love are.  

  REBECCA MANLEY PIPPERT 
 
-Angels cannot preach the gospel, only beings 

such as Paul and you and I can preach the 

gospel.  

  OSWALD  CHAMBERS (1874 ï1917)  

MISSIONS UPDATE 
We live in a world that is in a constant state of change. 
Think about it, when Bill Clinton took office, the 
internet was just about to get up and running.  While it 
has been almost 16 years since he took office, look 
how far we have come just in that area of 
technology.   

I remember being excited about 32 MB of RAM, but 
today I am not satisfied with 2GB of RAM.  In this 
age of constant change, how do we share a Gospel 
that is over 2000 years old?  Or, how do you share 
the Gospel message, coming from the age of 
technology, to a group of tribal people that are 15 
years out of the stone age?  I think Michael W. Smith 
was on the right track when he sang the song "Live the 
Life."  To reach the world we live in, whether it is the 
Morop people who are still living in grass huts, or the 
business man next door, our lives are the greatest tool 
to reach the world for Christ. 

For Becky and me, that will begin the first day we step 
foot in the tribe.  We will be modeling how a Godly 
couple interacts with one another, how Godly parents 
treat their children, and how we work with other 

Christians, all things that the 
Morops have not seen prior to 
the missionaries arriving. They 
will also see how we deal with 
one another out of grace and 

not condemnation, because let's face it, we all mess 
up. 

Please be praying with us as we move into Morop on 
January 27, 2009.  This will be both an exciting and 
challenging time for us.  Thank you for your prayers 
and support. 

Your Missionaries to the Morop People, 

Justin, Becky, Ethan, and Derek Burt 
justin_burt@ntm.org  ~  www.ntm.org/justin_burt 

5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ aƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ 
that meets twice a month on Wednesday nights at 
7:30 p.m.?  They are looking at ways Grace Baptist can 
fulfill the challenge that Jesus gave the church before 
ascending into heaven: 

ά.ǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ 
Spirit has come upon you:  and you shall be 
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth.έ  ώ!Ŏǘǎ мΥуϐ  [Emphasis added.] 

The challenge begins by reaching our Jerusalem, which 
is our community, or Northwest Bakersfield.  Then we 
are to reach our Judea, or Kern County.  Then Samaria, 
which includes our state and country.  Then we see the 
need to reach all people in the earth.   

Our church is to be a strategic global missions planning 
center, and you are invited to come and help us 
achieve the purpose that Christ has given us. 

Over the next year, you will be given opportunities to 
serve our community, our city, our state, and our 
world by being His witness.  Our expectation is that 
Grace Baptist will reach our world by sharing in love, in 
word and in deed.  As we do those things, we will see 
Ƴŀƴȅ ƴŜǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΦ   

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦΩǎ ƧƻōΣ ƻǊ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ 
responsibility, but this is what each member of Grace 
is called by our Lord to do.  As we go in the power of 
the Holy Spirit and share Christ with our lost world we 
ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
lives in a tremendous way.   

DǊŀŎŜ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘ ǘƻ ōŜ DƻŘΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ς His 
hands and feet ς  to reach this world that He loves so 
much that He gave His only Son to die for it. 

-Give a man a dollar, and you cheer his heart. 

Give him a dream, and you challenge his 

heart. Give him Christ, and you change his 

heart.  
 
-God is not saving the world; it is done. Our 

business is to get men and women to 

realize it.  

OSWALD  CHAMBERS (1874 ï1917)  
 
Will you begin to look at the people around 

you and show them Christ through your life?  
 

I believe the Lord Jesus Christ has called us to 

fix our eyes on a higher and greater prize!  I 

believe with all my heart that Jesus wants us to 

be about reaching people.   
 
When is the last time you thought of someone 

else before yourself?  When is the last time you 

had a burden for sharing Christ with a classmate 

or fellow worker?  It is so easy to get caught up 

in life.  One of Satanôs lies to each one of us is 

that we always have another day or more time 

to share with that person.  He wants us to 

always think tomorrow and not today.  Christ 

however says today!   
 
Will you begin to look around and see the 

hopelessness of those around you and share 

Christôs love with them? 

I believe with all my heart that Jesus wants us to be about reaching people. 

�ò���Š�ƒ�•�•�•�‰�‹�˜�‹�•�‰�����•�†�‹�ƒ�•�•�ó 

    Our Partners In  

         Reaching The W orld . . .  

Through monthly donations, Grace Baptist is 

helping to support missions around the world 

through these organizations:  

North American Mission Board  

International Mission Board  

New Tribes Missions ~ Justin & Becky Burt  

   L�‡�–�ï�• �…�‘�•�•�‹�–���–�‘���„�‡���
�‘�†�ï�•���„�‘�†�›���ä���ä���ä�� 

        to reach this world that He loves so much. 

*Camp Information: 

A non-refundable $50 deposit is due by February 1st  to 
reserve your spot for camp.  Space is limited.  Camp 
will be at Jenness Park in Cold Springs, California.    

Total cost will be $305, plus transportation. 

We will work this spring to raise money for students to 
go to camp.  If you have fundraiser ideas, let Wes know!  

mailto:justin_burt@ntm.org
http://www.ntm.org/justin_burt

